. all his brothers shall he dwell.”
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: l\]ow Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had an Egyptian maidservani
¥ Uhose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, "See, now, HASHEM has restrained
me from bearing; consort, now, with my maidservant, perhaps [ will be built up through her.”
And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. .
3 So Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her maidservant — after ten years of 3 Ar’:jwll_ j‘f\em_ Gumk
Abram’s dwelling in the Land of Canaan — and gave her to Abram her husband, to him as g 4. 023 91 — Her mistress was lowered. Hagar brazenly
if i ived; when she saw that she had conceive ' boast the ladies, “Since so many years have passed
wife. *He consorted with H:agaf and she csoncewed,_ anfi ih e Ol ae aoatrisE ec.!’ without Sarai having children, she cannot be as righteous as
her mistress was lowered in her esteem. * So Sar.a: said to Abram, e outrage ag is ahie Sz, Bigt | epnseived Cmi el (R Mas it
due to you! It was | who gave my maidservant into your bosom, and now that she sees that Hagar had assured Abraham's postemm'—(yl = ot
she has conceived, | became lowered in her esteem. Let HASHEM judge between me and you!” _Zuhssmsﬂmmdakl
i i; I — idservant is in your hand; do to her as you see fit.” 6. 1M Annow — Your maidservant is in your hand. To me she
8 /}Q@m said to Sarai, Bj&?hOfd. your mat y y . is a wife; | have no right to treat her unkindly. But to you she
And Sarai dealt_harshly with her, so she fled frorn her. _ is a servant; if she mistreated you, do what you feel is riaht
7 An angel of HASHEM found her by the spring of water in the desert, al the spring on the road (Radak; Haamek Davar). Saralvs intent was not malicious,
to Shur. ® And he said, “Hagar, maidservant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are but to force Hagar to cease her insulting demeanor. But in-
2 " TR = Saral iStress, stead of acknawledging Sarah’s superior position, Hagar
you going?" And she said, “[ am running away from Sarai my mistress. . T e e ]
9 And an angel of HASHEM said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit yourself to her —(Rahbi Aryeh Lavin niotsd that # 1S1snasiols (o Besve
domination.” ] ;Ihat awoman as righteous as Sarah would persecute another
i “I wil increase your offspring, and they will not uman being out of personal pique. Rather, Sarah treated
10 And an angel of HASHEIE said to her, “I will greatly y ffspring Yy Hagaeoamsbes e ot ek mepe o e
be counted for abundance, ) ; . ) .inflated self-image, she took it as persecution.
1t And an angel of HASHEM said to her, “Behold, you will concelve, and give birth to a sory 8.7 nnaw — Maidservant of Sarai, By addressing Hagaras
you shall name him Ishmael, for HAsHEM has heard your prayer. ' And he shall be a maidservant, the angel reminded her of her subservience to
wild-ass of a man: his hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him; and over Jher mistress; Hagar acknowledged this status by referring to

' Sarah |next verse] as my mistress (Chizkuni).

13 And she called the Name of HAsHEM Who spoke to her “You are the God of Vision," for she
said, “Could | have seen even here after having seen?” '* Therefore the well was called er

of the Living One." It is between Kadesh and Bered. . 5
15 Hagar bore Abram a son and Abramt called the name of his son that Hagar bore him

Ishmael. WAnd Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

L‘," 1 A_br_aham proceeded and took a wife whose name_was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran,

" Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. ? Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan, and the

children of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leurnmim. * And the children of Midian:

Ephah [and] Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah; all these were the descendants of Keturah.

5 Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. ® But to the concubine-children who were Abraham’s,

Abraham gave gifts; then he sent them away from [saac his son, while he was still alive,
eastward to the land of the east.

¥ PMJ hae ﬂvm""% £ Al - i 24 (G  The Ramban (ibid.) can be understood within the general
Avraham’s new wife, Kettira; was actually Hagar, whom i

context of the other commentaries. Hagar was actually an

Avl_ralja__x}_lw_ b . divorced 3t Saral's _command _(__'Targum 7. Egyptian, the daughter of the king of Egypt, given by her
Yonasan, Bereishis 25:1). Hagar repented from her evil ways : \

and embarked on the road to feshuvah (Pirkei D'Rebbe Eliezer i‘_.‘f,afher to Sarah as a disciple. Her father exclaimed, “It.is
TR AT i g - better that she serve as a servant in this house than be a

princess in another house” (Bereishis Rabbah 45:1). Hagar also

happened to be the granddaughter of Nimrod (Targum

Yonasan, Bereishis 16:5). Hence, in effect, Hagar was also of

the seed of Canaan. To understand Hagar it is imperative to
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Learn about what is hidden from that which is

revealed (Yoma 59¢),

we are able to extrapolate a history for Hagar which is
similar to that of Eliezer. Hagar, like Eliezer, was the chief
teaching assistant to Sarah. She grew in virtue and piety,
_emulating her mistress. The fact that Sarah offered Hagar to
Avraham as a wife (Bereishis 16:2) attests to Hagar’s elevated
Epmtuil status. Sarah would not offer a “nobody” to her holy
husband; Sarah was comfortable with the worthiness of
Hagar (Rabbi Isaac Sher, Leket Sichos Musar, Lech Lecha). And
Hagar, a product of the identical background as Eliezer,
shared a parallel fate with her Uncle Eliezer. Hagar
underwent the process of teshuvah and thereby also
underwent a character change. The adoption of a new name,
Ketura, implying that she was similar to a Ketores-offering to
Hashem (Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 30), is symbolic of her teshuvah
and her new character (Zohar, Bereishis 25:1).

Fa Pele Toob~Q . G-y o

hazal (see Rashi) explain _“and_straved in the desert” to
mean that Hagar returned to the idols of her father's house.

Where in these words is there an allusion to a return to idol .

worship? Surely the posuk means that Hagar was lost in the desert!

HaRav Mordechai Pagramanski 2731 explains that emunah_grants .

man a unigue perspective on the situations in which he fiqg:ls_bimself.
Emunah imbues one with the understanding that the hand of Hashem is
behind all occurrences, and that each occurrence is part of the
_Almighty’s master plan. One can be “lost” only in relation 4o the final
destination one has set for himself, but one is never truly lost because he
is actuallf where Hashem wants him to be, he is merely experiencing

anothier stage of His master plan, and someone with emunah lives with

this conviction. i
The Torah declares that Hagar strayed; she was lost. She had
departed from the high Jevel 'of emunah that she had possessed_in

Avraham's presence, for had she retained that emunah, she would not

 have felt *lost” and strayed, but she would instead have remainggls__‘ggmaﬂdy
¥ on her path, knowing that even her banishment by Avraham was part of

Hashem'’s plan for her. She was not lost; this is wﬁmwsﬁi

fo be!
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So Abraham awoke early in the moming, took bread and a skin of water, and gave them '

to Hagar. He placed them on her shoulder along with the boy, and sent her off. She departed

and strayed in the desert of Beer-sheba.

- > When the water of the skin was consumed, she cast off the boy beneath one of the trees
* 16 She went and sat herself down at a distance, some bowshots away, for she said, “Let me n .
see the death of the child.” And she sat at a distance, lifted her voice, and wept. , *
17 God heard the cry of the youth, and an angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said
to-her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the cry of the youth in his
present state. '® Arise, lift up the youth and grasp your hand upon him, for | will make a great *

_ nation of him.”
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1N ow Abraham was old, well on in years,

and HasHeM had blessed Abraham with every-

thing. 2 And Abraham said to his servant, the elder of his household who controlled

all that was his: “Place now your hand under my thigh. 3 And ] will have you swear by HASHEM
God of heaven and God o earth, that you not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaa.n&és, among whom | dwell. 2 Rather, to my land and to my kindred shall you go and

 take a wife for my son for Isaac.”

9 So the servant placed his hand under

the thigh of ‘Abraham his master and swore to

him regarding this matter. 10 Then the servant took ten camels of his master's camels and

set out with all the bounty of his master in his hand and made his way lo Aram Naharaim

! ; to the city of Nahor. " He made the camels kneel down outside the city towards a well of
: ! waler at evening time, the time when women comne out to draw. 12 And he said, "HASHEM, God.
of my master Abraham, may You so arange it for me this day that You do kindness with

my master Abraham. 13

See, | stand here by the spring of water and the daughters of

the fownsmen come out o draw, 14 Let it be that the maiden to whom [ shall say, ‘Please tip
over your jug so | may drink," and who replies, ‘Drink, and | will even water your camels,’

I Vo T jadisnd i

first understand Eliezer, the disciple of Avraham (Yoma 28:?.
Eliezer was the son of Nimrod ﬂrgum Yonasan, Bereishis

1o -

14:14) who had given Eliezer to Avraham as a gift. Eliezer
EOSSESSEd a holy soul, which was entangled in a web of
unholiness, spun by the children of Cham (Seder Hadoros, Elef
Hashlishi: 8). This soul was waiting to be rescued by the

“The conversation of the Awvot’s servants seems more
valuable than the Torah of their later descendants. Eliez-
er’s narrative takes up two or three columns in the sefer To-
rah, whereas certain important laws are derived from a

»l

fortuitous relationship with Avraham. Eliezer was not a
etvant in He was actually

servant in the conventional sense.

single letter.

Avraham's disciple who committed himself to his teacher in_

the fullest sense of the term. The Torah refers to Eliezer as
(Bereishis 15:2).

“Damesek Eliezer” — “Eliezer of Damesek”
The Gemara interprets this to mean that:

B IRNY 1307 NOND NPYDY Nt
Eliezer dféw_from and. provided (shodolah

umashkeh) others with his master’s teachings —

- (Yoma 28:).

Thowe - TB-UTET- By 12T
If we compare the manner in which Eliezer relates his
experiences and actions to Lavan and Betuel (Bereshit
24:34-48) with the way in which the Torah records them
in thefirst instance (24:2-27), we notice several discrep- -
ancies. For example, when Eliezer recounts his conversa-
tion with Avraham, he mentions his question to his
master: S Perhaps the woman will not follow me?” (v. 39),
but he omits the rest of the sentence: “Shall I return your
son to the land from which you came?” (v. §). Letters are
significant and it should be noted that the word w/as
—“perhaps” [in v. 5] is spelled male:, with a vav—while in

Eliezer’s account [in v. 39), the same word s spelled with-
out a vav, so that it could possibly be read as elai—"to.
me.” The significance of this is, as Rashi tells us:? “The

| possible reading elsi—“to me”—hints at thé fact that

Eliezer had a daughter who, he thought, would be a suit-

able wife for Yitzhak and he hoped that Avraham would
agree to this match.”” it
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9 Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had born to Abraham, mocking. ' So
she said to Abraharn, “Drive out this slavewoman with her son, for the son of that slavewoman
1shall not inherit with my son, with Isaac!”
' 1\ The maiter greatly distressed Abraham regarding his son. 12 So God said to Abraham, “Be
| not distressed over the youth or your slavewomnan; Whatever Sarah tells you, heed her voice,
since through Isaac will offspring be considered yours. ' But the son of the slavewoman as well
will | male info a nation for he is your offspring.” 129

12 Then God opened her eyes and she perceived a well of

with water and gave the youth to drink. water; she went and filled the skin

20 i
God was with the youth and he grew up; he dwelt in the desert and became an

accomplished archer. ' He lived in the desert of P. i ] i
il s of Paran, and his mother.:pok a wife for him from
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12 These are the descendants of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Eqi.;pt:an Sarah’s

maidservant, bore to Abraham. 1? These are the names of the sons of Ishmael by their names,
in order of their birth: Ishmael's firstborn Nebaioth, Kedar, Adbeel, and Mibsam, 14 Mishma,
Dumah, and Massa, '* Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, anil Kedem. '¢ These are the sons of
Ishmael, and these are their names by their open cities and by their strongholds, twelpe

chieftains for their nations.

17 These were the years of Ishmael’s life: a hundred and thirty-seven years, when he expired
and died, and was gathered to his people. '® They dwelt from Havilah to Shur — which is near

Equpt — toward Assyria; over all his brothers he dwelt.
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ome ask why Scripture excludes the pgreat
and mighty empire of Yishmael (the Arabian
empire). In answer to this we maintain, that
Y the Arabian empire is not mentioned since Scripture
fis only concerned with those empires who inherited
 Yisrael’s eclevated and Kodesh royal power. The four
world empires would never have ascended. had the
‘empire of "Yisrael not declined. The Arabs, however,
: d],.d not inherit their power to rule from Yisrael; the
Holy One directly bestowed it upon them, in their
< own rigcht. They are the seed of Avraham, and the
Holy One accepted Avraham’s prayer that Yishmael
7 should not perish (Bereshit 17/20). Hence, Scripture
Fls not concemed with the Arabian empire; only with
-_/thc four world empires who inherited their power
‘ from Yisrael, and who will eventually return this power
“to Yisrael. N

3‘1 Rs\u Hirschy
% He will not be just ¥ @78, a free man, he will be bR ¥, the
-';;j" p amongst mankind. 172, Y75, R0, 779, and so also K3, A73, mMa, all
“enly different nuances of the basic idea of being or becoming free, unbound.
ki specially designates being free from human yoke and from the constraint
ities, hence of wild animals 737» 7% K79 that can not bear the constraint
ties. Such a race o_f_m_@lm_do_nmthmech_mme-}mkuf—othc:
‘men or to the constraint of life, in towns, will your seed become amongst
"i’_ﬁkind. The whole fundamental character of the social life of the Ishmael-
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been hidden (Zohar Chadash). Abraham sent them away
while he was still alive, so that they would not contest Isaac’s
positiont as his only true heir. Ishmael's status however,
seerns to have been dilferent from the other concubine-chil-
dren. From the fact that he participated in Abraham's burial
(v. 95, it l's apparent that he had not heen sent away perma-
nenﬂy as were the others (Malbim).
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83 [saac went out to supplicat

o
EreaNy 3T KSNT 2T N ns 53

|

Sy MPN NI PN PN INYDY? DV INIVI BRIV 1D 93 N Y

1 Dv) '!phs’ TN DWPN PN TN - 1077 YRR P WaAN ONNaN

- EIPY TN 2V AN 12W P09 T TRYPLID N1 PANIY RO ANro

Sy Ay TvYY TTNY) (e MY DWW AMNA R DIpRn) N N7 N
N mpny

¢ in the field towards evening and he raised his eyes and saw, and

behold! camels were coming.

AW MNIN S NP TN MYnwn T PanY 93 MNNn 03 oy 35
ANIY DI TN IR TN - INYY - IR DV WPND MNY 2N
) Jyn TN

TR MY 130N ;DB MPYP TINDN Sy YT Y 10NN o7
PNY NON 187 T NV DoYTY PO NIW NNHN N2 9on 07 Wnal

QI WY PRD T U NONA TN U1 187 DT Ny 0N

AN T 9y TNTIN DY TR0 1 ¥ 39 TDEN YW NURNIN :nnnp_mmnn
1R 193 TYTRYRT IINPIN TINY TN AMIND DN OTRA Y

35

moN YY nyna_ - TNoN Sy PMERIN_NPNIY TrNYR INYDY?
PN TN MmN DXD T3 B Ta = M AP M) ATx PR L MM AR -.r_m‘mn 2
NF SRy S¥ NN DTPN ~ANAL ININNY 292 INY T 2y nmn#

w93 pon YNynY Y TS DTIPN MR WERTE 22—

Aot DINAN AW SW AP FIRDY NPPAA NZANN DNNINT TING NI 3a
A2 OPN N TR TINT? T TN POy TP 11 PN NPY N
AN 7 - YT NI YTPAT Y1 Z NPOUN MM (T 303 TPURI) XY N

RNY A AN SN NI T2 TNOD AW TIT DR
PaT ,(mn Y511 phyy NTPYa) Opn HY NN MINT TN TeYw PRy
Y DAY NN - NI 199N 1N PRY? 1921 .NN0BN 9¢ 91N qoNN Pyl
PN DN PON TPWY 17983 1391 M 8D DNy TN THYN OTRD 19N

NON DN NY3 1A N0 TN A9R PO N PRYY NN IR - InIa
PRY? 7Ot MY DV .MIDN D279 PR3 ANTIAD PWYn I TIN AMPnY
_NpNNY N PR A NN - DIMIAN IR YW PN WIPN NPT

e

5q T Aot of TRk (mepr- £ kﬂf&mr 45 2

God specifically created human beings with physical limita-
tions so‘that we would not be self-sufficient. He created us
with the necessity of praying for our physical and material
needs. However, the acquisition of material needs is not sup-
posed to be the only thing that happens when we pray. Prayer
has two essential_purposes: First, it is to be a vehicle through

which we can forge a relationship with God and make Him a

reality in our lives rather than an abstract concept. The second

purpose of prayer is for us_to transform ourselves into_more
developed people through havin ask God to fulfill our
physical and material needs.

Summary;

Hagar:

Chief disciple of Sarah Imenu
Refused to submit her will
Lost perspective on Emunah
Ketura- repented her ways

M NPT

61 And Rebecca raised her eyes and saw {saac; she inclined while
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Eliezer:

Chief disciple of Avraham Avinu
Overcame his personal bias

Acted as obedient servant
Transformed to status of “blessed”

Yishmael:

Linen: Pride

Belief in one G-d

Uncontrolled, manipulation of his will as His will
Responsive prayer, time of need

Yitzchak Avinu:

Wool: Humility

Heir to Avraham Avinu’s legacy
Subjugated his will to His will
Prayer, time of tonnection

Lessons:

The world is Hashem’s plan

Loyalty as agents of Hashem

Awakening of Emunah counter force to Yishmael
Prayer — ability to connect with Hashem
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